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W I N E  A D V O C A T E

“It's taken an outsider, English-born (to Scottish parents) Walter McKinlay to elevate the 

name of Séguret to international prominence in the wine world. Perhaps that's because it's a 

quiet, beautiful place, tucked into the foothills of the Ventoux, just north of the Dentelles de 

Montmirail. McKinlay purchased the place as a retirement project in 1998, and he's still going 

strong, anything but retired. He's even added a Châteauneuf-du-Pape to the lineup, which was 

reviewed in Issue 233. Contributions from winemaker Sébastien Magnouac and the rest of the 

team have kept the quality here consistently high over the years. The vineyards are at higher 

elevation than pretty much anything else in the village, which gives them a firm, sometimes 

angular structure suited for aging. The estate has an attractive little tasting room above the 

village, well worth a visit if you're in the area. See if you can cadge a taste of the rare Le 

Secret, a Roussanne-based sweet wine not commercially released (and so not reviewed below).”

"The 2016 Cotes du Rhone Villages Seguret Tradition is much more flattering 

young than the 2015, offering hints of stone fruit and licorice to go along 

with black cherry flavors. It's medium to full-bodied and supple, with a long, 

velvety finish. It should drink well on release and for another 5 years or 

more."

TRADITION 2016

Wine Advocate 89-91/100

"The 2016 Côtes du Rhône Villages Séguret Tradition is a step up over the 

2015 and offers more depth and richness. Rocking levels of black cherries, 

blackberries, mulberries, garrigue, pepper, and olive tapenade all give way to 

a medium to full-bodied 2016 that has fleshy, flamboyant texture, sweet 

tannins and obvious minerality on the finish. it's a beautiful southern Rhône 

to drink over the coming 7-8 years."

 

Jeb Dunnuck 91/100



"The 2015 Cotes du Rhone Villages Seguret Grande Reserve, tasted from 

barrel, is riper and richer than the Tradition, but it still retains bright 

mulberry flavors and the crisp, tannic backbone that are hallmarks of this 

estate's vineyards. It's 65% Grenache and 35% Syrah, aged in three-year-old 

Burgundy barrels."

GRANDE RÉSERVE 2015

Wine Advocate 90-92/100

"The 2015 grande Réserve checks in as a blend of 65% Grenache and 35% 

Syrah brought up in barrel. It gives up a serious bouquet of ripe black 

raspberries, black cherries, kirsch, camphor, and graphite, with a building 

sense of minerality coming through with time in the glass. It's rich and 

concentrated, with the structure, firmnass and tight style of the 2015 vintage 

front and center. I love its density, but it needs 2-3 years of bottle age to open 

up. It should be very long lived and I wouldn't be surprised to see it drinking 

beautifully at age 15."

 

Jeb Dunnuck 92+/100
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"A tank sample of the 2016 Cotes du Rhone Villages Seguret Grande Reserve 

looked lush and rich on my August visit. The tannins are suppler than usual, 

the fruit heading into blueberries and licorice while picking up a trace of 

warmth on the finish."

GRANDE RÉSERVE 2016

Wine Advocate 90-92/100

"I assume a similar blend (these labels are nightmares where it comes to 

distinguish which wine is which, and what the differences are), the 2016 

Séguret Grande Réserve is knockout stuff and ticks all my boxes. A fabulous 

perfume of blueberries, kirsch, ground pepper, violets, and crushed rocks is 

followed by a voluptuous, expansive Rhône that has full-bodied richness, an 

expansive texture, rocking mid-palate depth, and sweet tannins. It's a 

sensational Séguret that will instantly transport you to these gorgeous 

limestone hillsides in the south of France."

 

Jeb Dunnuck 94/100

"Delightfully ripe, with a big ball of cassis, plum sauce and steeped raspberry 

fruit melded together, inlaid with anise and graphite notes and driving 

through a rich yet detailed finish. Rock-solid and should age nicely. 

Grenache. Best from 2018 through 2022. 400 cases made. - JM"

FAMILY RESERVE GRENACHE 2015

Wine Spectator 92/100

"As with the Family Reserve Syrah , the 2015 Family Reserve Grenache is a 

tiny production cuvee that's only made in top vintages. From 100% Grenache 

grown on limestone soils, it boasts stunning, incredibly Provençal notes of 

kirsch liqueur, lavender, violets, herbes de Provence, and Pepper. Expansive, 

sexy, broad, and concentrated on the palate, with sensational intensity and 

length, this is another tour de force from what is unquestionably the leading 

estate in Séguret, as well as an estate that will compete with the top tier in the 

entire Rhône Valley."

 
Jeb Dunnuck 95+/100

"Made from the estate's oldest vines, the full-bodied 2015 Cotes du Rhone 

Villages Seguret Family Reserve Grenache features super ripe black cherries 

that flood the palate with supple tannins and refreshing acidity. It might lack 

a little complexity at the moment, but you can enjoy it now for the bright fruit 

or give it a couple of years in bottle to allow for some development."

 
Wine Advocate 91/100

"The full-bodied 2016 Cotes du Rhone Villages Seguret Family Reserve 

Grenache is another outstanding wine from Mourchon. Although probably 

higher in alcohol than the 2015, it doesn't show the heat at all, instead 

delivering big black cherry and plum flavors, ample weight and a long, firm 

finish. It should be uncommonly long-lived for a Grenache-based Côtes du 

Rhône Villages wine."

FAMILY RESERVE GRENACHE 2016

Wine Advocate 91-93/100
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"The 2016 Châteauneuf-Du-Pape (70% Grenache, 20% Mourvèdre and 10% 

Syrah) is one of the finest to date, and while I normally find that the 

Châteauneuf-Du-Pape lags the flagship Séguret releases, that's not the case 

in 2016. This ruby colored effort offers an elegant, seamless, medium to full-

bodied style as well as a rocking perfume of black cherries, currants, spice 

box, dried herbs, and dried flowers. It has fabulous intensity and depth, yet 

still glides across the palate with no sensation of weight, silky tannins, and a 

blockbuster finish. It's already approachable but will keep for 10-15 years."

CHÂTEAUNEUF-DU-PAPE 2016

Jeb Dunnuck 93/100

"Coming from the oldest Syrah vines on the estate, the 2015 Syrah 

Family Reserve is slightlydeeper colored than its siblings and gives up a 

little Cornas flare in its smoky, spicy, barbecue aromas, ripe cherry and 

currant fruits, plenty of olive and meatiness, full-bodied richness, and 

big finish. It has terrific opulence and depth (especially in the vintage) 

notable structure, and is a serious good Syrah from the South that 

readers should be happy to have in the cellar.  It will continue drinking 

beautifully through 2027+."

 

Jeb Dunnuck 93/100

"Tasted from foudre, the medium to full-bodied 2015 Cotes du Rhone 

Villages Seguret Family Reserve Syrah combines lively black pepper 

aromas with fresh blackberries and hints of espresso, roasted meat and 

cola. It's an unusually expressive Syrah for the Southern Rhône, with 

supple tannins and crisp acids."

FAMILY RESERVE SYRAH 2015

Wine Advocate 90-92/100

"Still youthfully firm, the 2016 Cotes du Rhone Villages Seguret Family 

Reserve Syrah probably won't be bottled for another six months or so. 

Lovely blueberries and spice notes mark the nose and palate, while the 

finish is crisp and tannic."

FAMILY RESERVE SYRAH 2016

Wine Advocate 91-93/100



Joanna Simon - Wine of the week 

"The McKinlay family's Loubié rosé, is always mouthwatering, but the 2017, which they bottled earlier than usual, is better than ever – brimful 

of wild strawberry, spice and cherry aromas, bright strawberry-soda and red-apple fruit shot with cranberry and rosemary, and finally 

a lingering, leafy freshness. I first tasted it at the end of February and then again in mid-May, blind, when it was one of the three top-scoring 

wines out of a total of 93 in Decanter magazine's 'French rosé beyond Provence' tasting (results out now, August issue). The grapes are all from 

the domaine, which sits between the pretty hilltop village of Séguret and towering Mont Ventoux, and the 40-year-old Grenache and Syrah 

vines that produce the rosé grow at 320m, a height which captures daytime sunshine and cooling nights. It works equally as an aperitif or with 

food – Greek or Turkish meze, herby fish or chicken, veal chop, barbecued vegetables or charcuterie. And you can always follow it up with one of 

the majestic Mourchon reds."

"Domaine de Mourchon is nestled in the heart of the Rhône Valley, not far 

from the medieval village of Séguret. Founded in 1998 by Walter McKinlay, 

who was joined by winemaker Sébastien Magnouac in 2000, today the winery 

encompasses 35 ha and produces 150,000 bottles a year. Terroir is an 

important factor at Domaine de Mourchon, being categorised into three 

differing types: Sausse (early ripening), Loubié (average ripening) and 

Mourchon (late). This Loubié rosé is from vines planted on a mix of clay, 

limestone and grey sandstone at an altitude of 320m, and it’s a 60/40 blend of 

Grenache and Syrah. Elisabeth Gabay MW: Fresh honey ripe fruits on the 

nose which follow onto the palate, along with sun-ripened red fruits, cherries, 

peaches and freshly picked raspberries with beautifully balanced acidity. 

Andy Howard MW: nice depth and richness on the palate with bright 

red/black berry fruits and good acidity to balance. There are extra layers of 

flavour here too. it’s well made and has enough concentration to last. Joanna 

Simon: Ripe strawberry aromas and strawberry fruit on the palate, which is 

full and smooth with attractive spice and a hint of honey, ending on a leafy, 

vibrant freshness.

Drinking window: 2018 - 2020"

LOUBIE 2017

Decanter: 95/100 - Outstanding
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